
JAMES ALLAN ANDERSON
(803) 240-8778 • artist.jaa@gmail.com • allanandersonart.com

OBJECTIVE I am a passionate educator with a strong foundation in visual arts. My goal is to empower students
to explore their artistic potential while also nurturing their growth as responsible young adults.

EDUCATION UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA Columbia, SC
Master of Arts in Teaching December 2015
GPA 4.0

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA Columbia, SC
Bachelor of Fine Arts December 2012
Emphasis in Painting
Graduated Cum Laude

INTERNATIONAL CENTER FOR THE ARTS Monte Castello, Italy
Study abroad Summer 2012

LICENSURE SOUTH CAROLINA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION December 2015
Class: Masters
Area: Art

STUDENT
TEACHING

CHAPIN HIGH SCHOOL Columbia, SC
Student Teacher, Grades 9-12 October-December, 2015
●Taught design foundations for three Intro to Art classes
●Taught two 3D Design One classes
●Directed an art project to raise funds for South Carolina flood victims
●Focused a 3D lesson on new media technologies to utilize 1 to 1 capabilities

HERBERT A. WOOD ELEMENTARY West Columbia, SC
Student Teacher, Grades 2-5 August-October, 2015
●Developed Visual Arts unit plans for 2nd, 3rd, and 4th grade students
●Integrated Social Studies in a multicultural lesson on Mexican weaving with 2nd grade students
●Established connections between South Carolina history and community through a mixed media
collage landscape with 3rd grade students

●Focused on advertisement and consumerism in teaching a self-promoting logo design lesson with
4th grade students

●Utilized popular culture and media arts to teach a lesson on concept-art and video game design
with 5th grade students

●Participated in the School Intervention Team to reinforce reading and comprehension skills with
4th and 5th grade students

●Assisted in an afterschool program for boys focusing on character building and exercise



FIELD
EXPERIENCE

LEXINGTON HIGH SCHOOL Lexington, SC
Instructor, Grades 9-12 August 2017 – Present
● Teach Art1, Art2, Art3, Media Arts, and 3D design.
● Coordinated faculty members in a collaborative mural project, fostering teamwork and artistic
expression among colleagues.

● Facilitated student clubs in organizing mural projects, enhancing school community engagement
and showcasing student creativity.

● Spearheaded a community-wide mural project for a water tower, serving as lead coordinator and
graphic designer, resulting in a vibrant representation of local identity.

● Secured $10,000 in funding for the Visual Arts program through successful execution and
management of the water tower mural project.

● Contributed to the development of the school's Student Profile, guiding students to embody
essential skills and values for real-world readiness.

● Trained mentor for visual and performing arts educators, providing guidance and support to
enhance teaching practices and professional development.

The experience gained while at LHS highlight my leadership, creativity, and ability to manage
projects that involve both faculty and students, as well as your success in securing external
funding.

CAROLINA SPRINGS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL Lexington, SC
Instructor, Grades K-5 & Yearbook Coordinator January 2016 – June 2017
● Teach innovative, engaging lesson plans that focus on relative material and promote independent
and collaborative growth for students

● Assist in developing yearbook layout and design as well as coordinate information between
faculty, student, and parent

CUTLER JEWISH DAY SCHOOL Columbia, SC
Instructor, Grades K-5 Spring 2015
●Taught the meaning of community through a collaborative mural project with K- 3rd grade
students

●Utilized classical painting methods to develop perceptual and conceptual skills through the
application of spatial and color recognition with 5th grade students

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA Columbia, SC
Young Artist Workshop, Instructor, ages 4-8 Spring 2015
●Established connections with popular culture and graphic design to teach a minimalist logo
project

●Synthesized connections between graphic design, advertisement, and the foundations of a
landscape to teach a lesson on billboards

●Related knowledge of design to teach the foundations of poster development in a self-promoting
poster about students’ future ambitions

CHARLESTON COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT Charleston, SC
Graduate Research Assistant July 2015
●Collaborated with the Gibbes Museum of Art in selecting works from their collection for an Art
app and website resource for teachers.

●Assisted in developing the Visual Arts Curriculum for the 2015 school year for Charleston
County School District

THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA Columbia, SC
Graduate Instructional Assistant January 2014-May 2015
Art History and Art Education
●Graded exams, assignments, and papers
●Coordinated class announcements



PROFESSIONAL
PURSUITS

●Artist and Graphic designer for the Joint Municipal Water and Sewer Commission 2023-Present
●Artist in Residency at the South Carolina State Museum, January 2014-Present
●Volunteer Art Educator at Palmetto Children’s Shelter, Spring Semester 2014
●Volunteer Art Educator at Boys and Girls Club of the Midlands, Fall Semester 2013
●Mascot Design for Gilbert Primary School, Lexington School District One, Summer 2013
●Internship with James Quantz Photography, January 2012-May 2013
●Commissioned Mural Painting for Mezza Bistro, Summer 2011
●Graphic Design of Logo and Menu for Mezza Bistro, Summer 2011

AWARDS/
DISTINCTIONS

●Secured $10,000 in funding for the Visual Arts program at LHS, 2023
●1st Place in Juried Exhibition, University of Southern Mississippi, 2017
●President of the National Arts Education Association Student Chapter, 2014-2015
●Graduate Art Education Research Award, University of South Carolina, April 2015
●Ed Yaghjian Award for Distinguished Undergraduate Work, University of South Carolina, 2012
●USC scholarship for study abroad at the International Center for the Arts, 2012

PROFESSIONAL
AFFILIATIONS

●National Arts Education Association (NAEA), member since August 2014
●South Carolina Arts Education Association (SCAEA), member since August 2014

EXHIBITIONS ●Manifest Gallery, International Juried Exhibition, 2020
●South Carolina State Museum, 30th Anniversary Juried Exhibition, 2019
●The Climb Art Gallery, Solo Exhibition, 2018
●University of Southern Mississippi, International Juried Exhibition, 2017
●Tapps Art Center, Into the Flood, Group Exhibition, 2016
●Orangeburg County Fine Arts Center, Observation, Group Exhibition, 2016
●City Art Gallery, Solo Exhibition, August 2014
●Tapps Art Center, Broadside Project, Group Exhibition, 2014
●Tapps Art Center, Figure it Out, Group Exhibition, 2013
●McMaster Gallery, Plein-Air Landscapes, Group Exhibition, 2012
●McMaster Gallery, BFA Solo Exhibition, 2012
● International Center for the Arts, Student Exhibition, August 2012
●Tapps Art Center, Contemporary Art, Group Exhibition, 2012


